
 

SOUTH FORK AMERICAN RIVER HIKING INFORMATION 
 

If you are spending additional time in the Coloma area, or you have non-rafters in your party, there are 
other activities in the area (see our area information on the back side of the meeting map, but in 
addition there are several places to hike close to our camp site. The trails vary from very easy to more 
strenuous and from 1 mile to 12 miles.  
 
Dave Moore Nature Trail: 1 mile loop trail to river. Right out of Rivers Bend, towards Placerville. 
Approx 1 mile up on right with cobblestone wall.  
 
Loops from the parking lot trail head to the South Fork American River and back again passing through 
several habitat types. About half of the trail is constructed to be fully accessible to people with 
wheelchairs, walkers and strollers. 
 
Description: http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/folsom/dmna.html    
Map: http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/folsom/dmna_map.html Map 
 
Cronan Ranch: 12 miles of trails. Left out of Rivers Bend, towards Auburn. Near Pilot Hill 
 
The Park trails are open for hiking, biking, horseback riding, fishing, bird watching and other passive 
recreation. The borders of the Park follow the South Fork American River, Highway 49, Pedro Hill 
Road and private lands. The Park is open daily from sunrise to sunset year round. There is a wide 
variety of terrain to choose from, including gently sloped to challenging hills, oak woodland and gentle 
riverfront trails. 
 
Description: http://www.coloma.com/recreation/cronan-ranch.php  
Map: http://www.coloma.com/recreation/cronan-ranch-map.gif 
 
Marshall Gold DSHP (Monument and Monroe Ridge): 3.5 mile loop trail. Right out of Rivers 
Bend, approx. 2.5+ miles across the bridge on right (parking on left). 
 
The Monroe trail connects Marshall Monument with the North Beach picnic area, at opposite ends of 
Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park. The southern end of the trail climbs 300 feet; the northern 
end climbs 400 feet. Nearly 1 mile is on top of a ridge. The trail runs through natural areas for its entire 
length. 
 
Description: http://www.parks.ca.gov/default.asp?page_id=484  
Map: http://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/484/files/marshall_tour_map.pdf  
 
 
American River Conservancy: Other trail information in the area and close by, including guided 
walks. www.arconservancy.org 
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